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“RICHMOND ANOTHER ANTIOCH”—Rev. Mr. Keene. 


One of the most remarkable characteristics of a false religion® 
js the use of signs without the thing signified. ‘The religion of 
Jesus during the life time of the Apostles in some of its parts 
was administered in connexion with some significant actions, 
expressive of some virtue or favor conferred. ‘Thus in ancient 
times, when a member of the body of Chiist was suflering un- 
der disease, it was the practice of the elders to pray for the re- 
covery of the sick person, and to anoint his head with oil in the 
name of the Lord, significative of that spiritual anointing by 
which, when it was conferred, they expected the recovery of 
thesick. And, if their prayer was according to the will of God, 
he heard them, and healed the patient, and if he had committed 
sins they were forgiven him. James v.16. This power did 
not continue in the body of Christ long after the death of the 
Apostle John, who was the last of the Apostles. Although the 
thing signified was no longer imparted, the sign was neverthe- 
Jess retained, and converted into one of the “consolations of re- 
ligion” by a rising order of designing priests. “xtreme unc- 
tion,” or the anointing the sick in the article of death, is still 
practised and retained among the “ceremonial observances” of 
the Romish superstition. 

Another sign expressive of a thing, virtue, favor, or gift to 
be imparted, was the laying on of the hands of the Apostles and 
of other inspired persons. ‘The imposition of hands is one of the 

st principles of the Christian doctrine. Heb. vi. 1,2. This 

ignificative action was never performed except in connexion 

- with the impartation of a spiritual gift or gifis; and none could 
' impose their hands to any purpose except they themselves were 
ritual men, i. e. men possessed of spiritual gifts. “When 
came to Bethsaida, they brought to him a blind man, 

whom they besought him to touch. Then having put spittle on 
his eyes, and laid his hands upon him, he asked him whether he 
saw. Having looked up, he said, I see men, whom I distinguish 
from trees only by their walkj And Jesus laid his hands 
upon the man’s eyes, and mad@ mm look again. And he was 
so perfectly cured as to sce every object clearly.” Mark viii. 22. 
A woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years touched 
the mantle of Jesus, and she was instantly cured. “Jesus im- 
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mediately, conscious of the virtue which had issued from him. 
said, who touched my clothes?” The woman confessed wha 
she had done. “But he said to her, daughter, your faith has 
cured you; go in peace.” Mark v. 25. ‘lhrough the sense of 
touch the Holy Spirit, or “a portion of faith” was distributed to 
every one who received it. hen the seven ministers or ser- 
vants of the body of Christ in Jerusalem were chosen, the power 
of working miracles, and signs, was added to the spirit of wis- 
dom they already possessed by the laying on of the Apostles’ 
hands. ‘These seven persons, the disciples, who had elected 
them, “presented before the Apostles; and they (the Apostles) 
having prayed, laid hands on them. And Stephen (one of' the 
seven,) full of grace and power, wrought many miracles and 
signs among the people.” Acts vi. 6,8. Philip, also one of them, 
received the same power as Stephen; for when he went to Sa- 
maria he astonished the people, who unanimously attended to 
what he said when they saw the miracles he performed. But 
Philip did not possess the power of imparting the Holy Spirit. 
‘wo Apostles, therefore, Peter and John, were sent down to 
distribute to the believers his gifts. Having “prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit, they laid hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon Magus 
saw that the Holy Spirit was given by the imposition of the 
Apostles’ hands, he otiered them money, saying, give me also 
this power, that on whomsoever / lay hands, he may receive 
the Holy Spirit.” Acts viii. 15. Ananias, who was an Apostle 
from Jesus Christ to Saul, entered into the house where Sau! 
was, and laying his hands upon him, said, the Lord, even Jesus, 
has sent me, that you may receive your sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Acts ix. 17. “I, Paul, greatly desire to see 
you, my Roman brethren, that J may impart to you some spi- 
ritual gift.” Rom. i. 11. The eldership or the overseers of the 
body of Christ in the Apostles’ days could also impart gifts by 
the touch; for Paul exhorts Timothy, who was an evangelist 
divinely constituted, not to neglect “the spirituai gift which was 
in him, which was given you, says he, through prophecy, with 
the imposition of the hands of the eldership.” 'Tim.iv.14. ‘The 
spiritual distribution received by Timothy seems io have ena- 
bled him to impart gifts by the imposition of his hands; hence 
Paul! charges him to “Impose hands hastily on no one.” ch. v. 
22. And again, he says, “the good deposit,” or spiritual gift 
you have received, “guard by the Holy Spirit, who dwells in 
us,” Paul and Timothy. And again, “stir up the spiritual gift 
of God, which is in you”—thi@ygood deposit—“through the im- 
position of my hands” as w those of the eldership; from 
which it would appear, that Timothy was especially favored by 
a gil which an eldership could not impart, but only an Apostle. 
2 Epist. i. 6, 14, 
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Thus, it is manifest, that the laying on of hands, in the infant 
days of Christ’s Body, the Church, was no idle ceremony. It 
was the sign of the impartation of miraculous powers. The 
order of spiritual communication from God the Father to be- 
lievers was as follows:—first, Jesus was filled or baptized with 
the Holy Spirit when he arose from the Jordan by Jehovah; 
then, the Apostles were filled, imbued or baptized with the Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, shed upon them by Jesus, who 
had received all power; to this Paul alludes when he says, “we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 

wer might be of God, and not of us Apostles.” 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
In the Apostles, then, the Holy Spirit was at that time depo- 
sited; and, thirdly, from the Apostles it was distributed, by the 
imposition of thew hands, to those who believed on Jesus through 
their word, in order to qualify them for “the work of the minis- 
try, for the edification of the body of Christ,’ until the infant 
body should attain to the stature ofa “perfect man;” which it 
did about the period of the decease of the last of the Apostles. 
Since that day, we have no credible testimony of the existence 
of a single spiritual gift in the Body. ‘The practice of imposing 
hands has been perpetuated, but nothing spiritual has been 
thereby imparted. Jesus had fulfilled his promise to his Apos- 
tles that he would be with them always to the end of the world. 
This phrase, common senge dictates giust be limited by the life- 
time of the individua's, to whom the promise was made. T'he 
end of the world, therefore, in the sense in which Jesus spoke 
it, arrived A. D. 104, which is agreed upon as the year in which 
the last of the Apostles died. The Lord, therefore, was with 
THEM, as he said, as was abundantly proved by his co-operating 
with them in their apostolic labors, and confirming their doctrine 
by miracles wherewith it was accompanied; of which miracles, 
the power which some of their converts possessed of curing the 
sick by laying their hands upon them, as He had done, was 
not among the least. Mark xvi. 17, 20. 

But superstition has converted this remarkable institute into 
a blasphemous mockery. ‘The Roman and English Churches, 
still practice the laying on of hands in the ordination of a priest, 
to what they call the work of the ministry. In illustration of 
this I present my readers with the following extract from a work 
published in England on the “abuses in Church and State.” 

“The mode of filling a Church of England Priest with the 
Holy Ghost, and endowing him with the invaluable elixir to for- 
give sins, and keep out of hell, or let drop into it whom he pleases, 
is not less extraordinary than the gift itself. It must be pre- 
mised that no person can be admitted into any benefice unless 






he has been first ordained a priest; and then, in the language of F 
the law, he is termed a clerk in orders. The mode of such or- 
dination is thus described in the Liturgy. i 


p 2 








~~ 


Satiien b s.Rniil 


ad 


"SS Py 
—. tn 


ee 


RE om 


ioe ess 


me iad 
0 tain lt nti Sy 
Fy en a eae | 


ee ea ercloe 


4 
‘ 
it 
§ 
Pa 
H 
4 


of 
- 
i 
3 
" 
‘7 
% 
"qi 


a SS a ee 


“ = ae 
OR 0 th cen ER a At ii aR A al Se eb 


J. 
‘ 


“The Bishop with the Priest present, shall lay their hands 
severally upon every one that receiveth the order of priesthood: 
the receivers humbly kneeling on their knees, and the Bishop 
saying, 

“Receive the Holy Ghost, for the office and work of a Priest 
in the Church of God, now committed unto thee by the impo- 
sition of our hands. Whose sins thou dost forgive, they are 
forgiven; and whose sins thou dost retain, they are retained.” 

“Truly this is marvellous in our eyes! The bare idea of any 
one who can swallow three bottles of wine, and leap a five barred 

te, being filled with the Holy Ghost, makes the gorge rise. 
But then the necromancy of this wonderful infusion. ‘The 
Bishop, only imposing his right reverend hands, saying, “Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost,” and instantly, with the suddenness of 
the electric fluid, the Holy Ghost passes from the fingers of the 
Bishop into the inside of—perhaps, a Clogher*, a Philpotst, a 
Hay, a Blacow, or a Daniels. 

“Talk of miracles having ceased—they are performing daily. 
Talk of popery, of indulgences, and absolutions. ‘Talk of the 

or, naked, godless, unenlightened Indian, who wanders on the 

anks of the Niger or Orinoque. ‘Talk of the Chinese, who 
cuts his deity with scissors, or moulds him in paste. Talk of 
the wretched Hindoo who immolates himself to Juggernaut; or 
of the wild ‘Tartar, who worships the invisible Lama. ‘Talk of 
all or any of these, or go to what age or country we may, for 
examples of supernatural pretension, can we find any to match 
this part of the rites of the Church of England?”~-p. 79. 

But the superstitions of England and Rome are not alone 
chargeable with this blasphemy. It is the characteristic of all 
the daughters of Old Mistress Mystery Babylon. The Pres- 
byterian, Lutheran, Methodist, Independent, and the Baptist 
too, all lay their hands upon the -heads of their Priests, and pray 
for them to receive the Holy Ghost. I say, and the Baptist too; 
for this sect has at last become a member of the Harlot Family. 
I speak of the sect; there are a few individual exceptions, but 
only so many as to establish the rule. Nevertheless these indi- 
viduals are in Babylon, but we doubt not, that when their minds 
are arrested, they will obey the call “come out of her my peo- 
ple,” &c.; until they do obey this call, however, we are com- 
pelled, by the truth, to regard them in their true character; for 
until they manifest themselves by coming out from the Chal- 
deans, we cannot tell who among them are God’s people. Peo- 
ple are known by the company they keep; these good Baptists, 





* This man was Bishop of Clogher in Ireland, and fled the country in 
consequence of having committed Sodomy with a common soldier. 

t Aclerico-political pamphleteer, whose politics changed according to the 
views of the ascendant party, now Bishop of Exeter, which was the re- 
ward of his tergiversation. 








77 


but bad Christians, therefore, must keep better society before 
their discipleship can be known. 

But the Baptist sect may say, that it is not supposed, that any 
virtue is infused by the imposition of hands. ‘This evasion, 
however, will not do; so long as they refuse to allow any of their | 
members to administer ordinances, unless the hands of their 

riests have been laid upon his head. We were remarkably 
impressed with the fact, that the Baptist denomination had en- 
tirely apostatized from the faith—that the faith and practice 
among them was altogether out of joint, and the ordinances of 
their sect of no value—by witnessing the ordination of a semi- 
narian, to what they are pleased to term, the work of the Gos- 
pel ministry. ‘This incident took place in the “Second Baptist 
Church” of this city. There were present “the Rev. Messrs.” 
Keeling, Hinton, Taylor, Ryland, and another “divine man,” 
whose name we did not learn. ‘The assembly was of ordinary 
size. ‘The nameless “Divine” was reading from the Bible, as 
we entered the house. He rambled from Timothy to the Pen- 
tateuch, and from the Psalms to Isaiah, to show the people the 
qualifications of a divine, the omnipotence engaged in his be- 
half, that his word was from the Lord, that he was the messen- 
ger of God, &c. &c. &c. Some of the passages were solely 
applicable to Moses, Aaron, Christ, or his Apostles. He stu- 
diously avoided telling the people to whom the reading was ad- 
dressed in the Book; and thus left them to infer, that what they 
heard was all applicable, to what “the council” termed the “sa- 
cred office” of the Gospel ministry in the Baptist Church. He 
neither mentioned chapter, verse, nor prophet; so that had the 
ere been disposed to follow him for themselves in their own 
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bles, if they had any, they could not. One passage he read 
was as follows: 


“How beautiful appear on the mountains 
The feet of the joyful Messenger; of him that announceth peace! __ 
Of the joyful Messenger of good tidings; of him that announceth salvation!” 
Lowrtn’s Isaran, li. 7. 


This he applied to Baptist ministers. But let us not take his 
word for the application; let us examine for ourselves. Well, 
then, this passage is accomodated by Paul to the first inspired 
proclaimers of the message of God to Jews and Gentiles. By 
examining the context, we find that it is strictly applicable to 
the Messiah, when, at his second advent, he will stand upon the “5 
mountains of Judea. ‘The whole of the chapter contains a pro- 
phetic address to Mount Zion, and to Jerusalem in ruins. This 
appears from the first and ninth verses, where it reads 


1. Awake, awake; be clothed with thy strength, O Zion: $5 
Clothe thyself with thy glonous garments, O Jerusalem, thou holy city! J 
9. Burst forth into joy, sheut together, ye ruins of Jerusalem! 7 
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Now that this prediction refers to a period yet future, is ob- 
vious from the declaration, v. 1, “No more shall enter into thee 
the uncircumcised and the polluted.” ‘This cannot apply to the 
return from the seventy years captivity, nor to the time of 
Christ, for Jerusalem is still possessed by the uncircumcised and 
polluted CEgyptians. Besides it is manifest that the “joyful 
Messenger of good tidings” is one sent especially to the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem; for he is to announce to them deliverance 
or salvation, saying unto Zion, “Thy God reigneth!” That is, 
Jesus, Jehovah the Saviour, thy King, has come to his king- 
dom, and reigns! This is clear from the thirteenth verse which 
says, “Behold, my’servant shaJl prosper; he shall be raised aloft, 
and magnified, and very highly exalted.” The fourteenth verse 
shows that this servant of Jehovah is the Christ, who was the 
despised and rejected of the Jews. By verse fifteenth he is to 
“astonish many nations: before Him shall kings shut their 
mouths.” Such is the true, unvarnished, contextual interpre- 
tation of the passage, it applies solely to the second coming of 
Messiah to deliver the Jews, and to commence his reign over 
them. Have we not a right, however, to expect better things 
from a specially called and sent administrator of ordinances, 
who has had the hands of the clergy laid upon his head? ‘To 
me, the consummate ignorance of these “administrators” of the 
meaning of God’s word, is abundant and sufficient proof, that 
the Holy Spirit has nothing at all to do with their ordinations; 
or he certainly would guide his interpreters into the true mean- 
ing and application of the Scriptures. He did so in apostolic 
times; the clergy are not so led now, therefore, they are not the 
persons with whom he has to do. 

The object of the meeting this evening, “the Rev.” Mr. Keel- 
ing informed us was to ordain the candidate “in full to preach 
and administer ordinances.” The candidate then kneeled down, 
and his head was immediately covered with five hands. T'he 
Rev. I. T. Hinton offered up the “ordination prayer.” He 
prayed, that the spirit of prayer and supplication might be 
poured out into the hearts of those, whose hands were laid upon 
their dear brother. His prayer was so long that “the Rev.” 
Mr. Taylor became weary, and was under the necessity of 
changing hands. This “divine” then made a few suggestions 
“in behalf of the council who had ordained him to the work of 
the ministry.” He suggested “the importance of his examining 
his motives; that he should aim at nothing less than the salva- 
tion of all he addressed; that his preaching should be evangeli- 
cal and practical; that he should urge home the precepts of the 
Gospel; second his instructions by a holy life; that he should 
pay regard to his health; ‘cultivate holiness of mind, holy cheer- 
ulness, and some other holy-nesses, which slipped our pencil; 


and that he should not rush heedlessly into danger. He then 





gested this saying for his encouragement, “Lo I am with you 

always even to the end of the world!” ‘Told him his reward 
was in heaven, and said many other little things about glory and 
heaven, as encouragements; which, with all our charity, we 
cannot believe, either the speaker or the ordained seminarian, 
had much confidence in, for the dejected countenance of the one, 
and the melancholy sing-song of the other, never yet character- 
ized two men under the influence of that joy, which the Holy 
Spirit imparts by the consideration of the glorious revelation he 
has made of the hope of the Gospel in the Sacred Writings. 

“The Rev.” Mr. Keeling gave “the right hand of fellowship.” 
He always rejoiced when Richmond became a Jerusalem or an 
Antioch. He thought he rejoiced upon the present occasion, 
&e. Query. Does not a man know when he rejoices, and when 
he does not? Mr. Keeling only thought he rejoiced. ‘Then he , 
was in doubt about it? What a sceptical system is the Baptist 
religion; its teachers and their disciples cannot rise above a 
thought, so little confidence have they in their own sincerity. 
You are right Mr. Keeling, your joy was a mere think-so upon 
this occasion; no one can eat unless he has food, no one can 
reason unless he have matter, nor can any one sincerely rejoice 
unless he have something to rejoice about. You are right, sir, 
you are right, you only thought you rejoiced, this was all you 
could honestly say. You deserve, therefore, commendation for 
your candor, that your rejoicing was a matter of doubt. 

Mr.—we beg his pardon—the Rev. Dr. Ryland, Professor of 
Divinity(?) at the Richmond Baptist Theological Seminary; 
which is said, by one who was present this evening, to have 
been fore-ordained from the foundation of the world to be where 
it is, and what it is, and superintended by whom it is—this di- 
vine, sv celebrated in the councils of eternity, delivered an ad- 
dress to the people. As a man, we believe this doctor to be an 
excellent and worthy citizen. This is laudable in its place; but 
we have to do with him, and his fraternity, the clergy, now and 
at all times, not in their personal and private, but in their public 
capacity. We can honestly say, that as citizens we wish them 
every good and perfect gift they can obtain and enjoy; yes, even 
citizen Macalla (a divine in Philadelphia) who called us a har 
and an atheist. ‘They would find, were they even to fal] among , 
thieves, and we to find them in distress, in us the good Samari- 
tan. This kindness we would also show to a Brahmin, an 
Imaum, or a Romish Priest. But when we have to do with 
them as “clergymen,” the tables are changed. In the capacity . 
of clergymen we regard them as wolves in sheep’s clothing, the 
very Lords over God’s heritage; who have, and do usurp, the 
rights, privileges, and immunities of every Christian man. The 
overseers of the Body of Christ are not “clergy;” “ihe clergy” 
are those exclusives, who conceit that they only can lawfully 


79 

















a Se a gee sat ae Ba 4 


ee 


a ad 
ee ee 


“>. 


a “ee Oe 
se alte here ae NN OT Ay lt 
- 
Sone a ate Noe . 


< 
ae 


aie 


"les i ae eds 


ge en ge 
gi \ tee 


or 


MEI ee 
i 


80 


administer ordinances. Well, Doctor Ryland in his clerical cd. 
city addressed the people. He stated what he cannot prove. 

e told us, that upon the scene we had looked to-night, the spi- 
rits of the just men made perfect delighted to contemplate; that 
angels had looked down upon it with delight, and that Jesus 
Christ himself had been there. Now if the Scriptures be true, 
the scene must have been matter of grief and indignation to 
them all. ‘To the spirits, in witnessing the departure from the 
ancient faith; to the angels, in beholding the perversion of truth; 
and to Jesus, in observing the corruption of his religion. He 
said, it behoved the people to pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send more laborers into the harvest; for the harvest was great 
and the laborers few. ‘This was true in our Lord’s day, when 
the world was the field, and he and his disciples the only laborers. 
But the harvest is not great now, in the sense in which he spoke, 
There is a ltarvest, but it is a harvest of wickedness, that will 
be reaped by the sickle of God’s indignation. ‘They should 
pray for the success of their ministers, and extend to them pe 
cuniary aid. That it was reasonable that the church should 
communicate of its carnal things in exchange for their spiritual. 
Not that the ministers desired a gift, but that fruit might abound 
to their account. ‘That, if they did not do this, the earth would 
become iron and the heavens brass; for, it is written, ‘thou shalt 
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.’ He said no mi- 
nister should be driven to the necessity of secular employment. 
That if a man was not fond of books and study they ought not 
to sanction him; thit they should pay respect to the character 
of the minister; for Satan and the enemies of the truth, attack 
those first, who are set for the defence of the Gospel. He said, 
his dear Brother Milne was about to leave for Africa. Sinners! 
he has labored amon, you with his prayers, but he finds he can 
do you no good; and therefore, he leaves you in despair, for 
a heathen land.” 

It will be perceive! by the sentiments quoted by the Doctor, 
and his application of them, that he conceits himself and breth- 
ren to stand in the same ielation to the people, that the Apostles 
did to the disciples. That they are, in fact, successors to the 
Apostles! One Apostle is about to set out for Chicago, for to 
him the earth has become iron and the Richmond heavens brass. 
Poor Milne has to go to Africa in despair! Query—Are there 
not heathen Africans enough in America to make Baptists of 
without crossing the ocean to that savage country? O yes, but 
then there is no novelty, no romance in preaching to poor “‘nig- 
gers” at home! Well might the Rev. Mr. ‘Taylor exhort his 
dear brother Milne to examine his motives, well knowing the 
character of his own ix relation to this affair. 

Enitor. 
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CHURCH IN BALTIMORE. 
APATHETIC CHRISTIANS—PREACHING MANIA. 
Baltimore, Ma. June 16, 1835. ' 

Dear Frienp,—Yours of the 10th has come to hand; in it you have 
matter of much imvortance for consideration. I shall not pass it by 
unnoticed, but give it that atttention of which my mind is capable. 
You mention the names of certain brethren who have visited us 
from your State, and who were much delighted with the order they 
beheld in our midst: but, dear brother, when you recollect that we 
have been together twenty-five years, it will be seen that so much 
praise is not our due. We are in a state of peace, and enjoy much 
comfort in our intercourse, both social and separate. This may 
flow from the knowledge which hasbeen acquired from the worp 
or Gop, and the experience of years; for, in our early history, which 
is much chequered, we had many ups and downs. Our continuance 
at times was often expected not to last a month. When we came 
out from the Baptist Church, we had no other view, than serving 
the Baptist cause, and we were full of Baptist pride. We com- 
menced with an able teacher, whose knowledge of the Scriptures 
was more thancommon. Our attention was led to them (the Scrip- 
tures) more than heretofore, and when we began to see, that the 
Word ought to work effectually in us as it did in those who believed 
in ancient times, a great revolution both in thought and practice was 
the consequence. Just-as we began to get right our teacher was put 
away, and many who had joined us, entirely left us, being bereaved 
of the great source of their joy; so that from fifty or more, we were 
reduced to five, and they feeble folk indeed. Yet this preserved the 
candle from going out entirely; only it had burned down to the socket, 
and the wick flaring in the side instead of upright. The attachment 
of those who left to the teacher was evident; when he no longer ex- 
ercised his talents, they showed that they had consented to the prac- 
tice of things on his account, without previous examination, for many 
of them never met again. Some few after a time did return, for 
they had gained so much knowledge of the Scriptures as not to be 
at home elsewhere. For the last twenty years, we have had little or 
no instruction but from the Bible; our attachment has not been to so 
much preaching from those called “clergymen.” We have endea- 
vored to instruct and exhort one another. Hence our meetings have 
not been so inviting to the world. When any visited us, they saw 
men of common talents, accustomed to mix with them in the com- 
mon business of life; they saw men and women, who had come to- 
gether into one place to worship the God ‘of all grace and mercy, in 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ, according to his appointments, 
and with his laws in their hands. Hence there was nothing invit- 
ing to the man of the world, and our congregation, therefore, much 
smaller than the Church.* . 

We are continually upon the increase, and I sometimes am at a 
loss where the people come from. A man drops in one Lord’s day, 
never, perhaps, with us before; next time probably, he will bring : 
his Bible, and see if the, to him, strange unheard of things he hears 








* Church and congregation are synonymous terms; J only use them in 
the ordinary speech of the world, to discriminate the spectators of our wor- 
ship from the true worshippers themselves. 

pd 3 








































are really so, and the third time he will apply for immersion, by 
| which he generally gives offence to his relatives. But opposition 
proves of no use. No means have been used to excite his passions, 
i nor any persuasion by the brethren; only the reading of the Scrip- 
iti tures has caused his judgment to be exercised, and he acts accord- 
ingly. Well, what follows? His wife, his sister, his mother, or 
some of his relatives, may be two or three come with him to this 
strange place, where there is no stated preacher or clergyman, but 
only some plain, common men calling the attention of all present to 
Mf the practice of the word of God. And what is the effect of these 
we relatives, accompanying their once thought-deluded husband, or 
sy brother, &c. Just the same as in his own case. They have heard 
ay for themselves, and they obey. 1am fully persuaded, if the churches 
in the restoration were not to have so much aid from public speakers, 
iy but take the Book for themselves, they would, in a short time, have 
rt some of the male members capable of instructing those without 
ie to profit, and be of much use within. But the help they look for 
ut from others superinduces indolence in themselves; and as long as 
‘ that hunger for preaching predominates, the churches cannot be in 
aA health. Set them to making bargains for merchandize, as farmers, 
% &c. and see how fluent they become—no loss for words then: O no, 
a. every one is then as quick as thought; but the profit of the souls of 
m4 men cannot move them to qualify themselves with the word of God 
in their hands to point out the way which he has appointed for the 
salvation of men. I do not expect they should all be a Dr. 





] 


\ no such thing; no, but I know, from experience, that any who can 
' read and think can tell others what he has been reading and think- 
ing of the great salvation. My dear friend, the fact is, they do not 
lay the matter to heart. They seem to think, the work must be done 
by some specially called and sent, or it will not, cannot be done. If 
this latter be not fully expressed is it not clearly implied? I am 
) sorry to see and hear so much application for preachers. Our Bro. 
. Scott had a note to one of his pieces in the Evangelist last year; it 
bet was to this effect-—A young man came to a certain place in Ohio; 
| he was invited to preach, which he did. After he had done an old 
th. man inquired from whence he was. From Dearfield was the reply. 
Shortly after two more from the same place preached. The old 
i man made the same inquiry; and the same answer was returned. 
By and bye, three or four young men came from the same place in 
company—the old gentleman still anxious to know where these 
| F strangers were from, received the same answer, that they came from 
i? Deartield. Why, says he, how many preachers have you in Dear- 
fy field? They answered, sixty! The application is easy. 
. Yes, my dear brother, the influence of these causes is one of the 
principal reasons of the truth not spreading; nor will it be removed 
until the disciples are in earnest, and determined to exercise what 
talents they may possess to the best of their ability. Will God not 
be worshipped acceptably, if men and women come together on the 
| first day of the week with their hearts alive to those things they 
have convened to do? And if they can only read the Scriptures, 
. offer prayer and praise to God, and commemorate the death of their 
die Lord and Master—will they not have the consolation, and satisfac- ‘ 
. | tion too, that they had done what they could? And nothing more 
is required of them. Yours in love, W. Carman. 
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The apathy lamented, by our excellent and worthy brother, 
is a crying evil. It is nothing less than an item of that “strong =| 
delusion” which God has sent upon the people, “because they 
have not believed the truth, but have taken pleasure in iniquity.” 
The preaching mania of Christians is that lust of the flesh, 
which allures them from the practice of virtue, by ministering 
to an insatiable love of novelty. ‘The time has long since ar- 
rived, when professors will not endure the plain, unvarnished, 
and wholesome doctrine of Jesus and his Apostles; but, having 
itching ears, they have, according to their own lusts, heaped up 
to themselves teachers; and thus, loving the traditions of men, 
better than the word of God, they have turned away their ears 
from the truth, and are turned aside to fables. This, Paul, 1800 
years ago, said would be the case. His prediction is now veri- 
fied; not only in the case of nominal believers, but with respect 
to those who ought to know better. ‘There is too much anxiety 
among the disciples to add to their numbers by the efforts of a 
preacher; and we are sorry to say it, but those who appear the 
most anxious about this matter, recommend the cause least by 
the purity of their own behaviour. It is a bad sign when a 
more respectful attention is paid to the address of a mortal, than 
to the reading of the inestimable word of the living and true 
God. When Jehovah speaks, let the heavens attend and the 
earth give ear! This is the invocation of the inspiring spirit, 
when God is about to declare his gracious will. But, alas for 
this wicked and adulterous generation, they have no taste, nor 
relish for the word of God! They have more confidence in the 
“I promise to pay” of a bank bill, than faith in the “thus it 
is written” of the Sacred Writings. ‘The truth has lost its in- 
fluence, it cannot move the people. Few, very few, obey the 
Gospel, because they love and are moved by the truth. Unless 
they are excited by some touching songs, they sit like stocks 
and stones under the most scriptural, rational, and powerful ap- 
peals. What is the cause of this? It is all :eferable to their 
having been preached into a state of moral imbecility by the 
fictions of their blind and infatuated guides, who have caused 
the way of truth to be evil spoken of by their traditions; and, 
although a few, comparatively, will obey the call, and come out 
of Babylon, nothing but the plagues—the judicial visitations of 
an indignant and insulted Deity—will dispel the apathy, rouse 
the attention, and conquer the rebellion of the race of man. 


Epiror. 





For the Apostolic Advocate. 
To all the Brethren of the “Reformation” 
in Eastern Virginia: 
Dearty BeLovep BreToren,—Permit one who is an hum- 
ble follower of the Lord Jesus to address you upon subjects 
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which require your most immediate and earnest attention 
inasmuch as they concern not ourselves only as it respects 
our happiness and comfort as disciples of our common py 
but the weal and welfare of our relations in the flesh, our 
neighbors, our friends, and our fellow-mortals every where, 
and fellow-travellers to eternity fast hastening upon us. 

Our blessed Redeemer said upon a certain occasion, “I 
must work the works of Him that sent me while the day lasts, 
for the night comes when no man can work”—and brethren, 
the object of this address is to urge you to copy more zea- 
lously the example of Christ in this respect. How many of 
us are sleeping upon our oars, and folding our hands in in- 
glorious ease, while the book of God is calling upon us to 
‘“‘awake out of our sleep, and arise from the dead!!”) Christ 
said to the Church at Laodicea, “I would thou wert either 
cold or hot,” and it is recorded to the praise of the parentage 
of John the Immerser, that they were “righteous before God 
walking in all the commandments, and ordinances of the 
Lord blameless.” Now brethren, many of you have formerly 
belonged to one or more of the sects of the day, but on ac- 
count of the errors of those sects you have “come out of 
them”—in this you have done well, it is true; but the ques- 
tion reverts whether you have gained much by doing so— 
have you as many as possible every where organized your- 
selves into congregations of the Lord? are you engaged in 
active measures jfor the prosperity of our Lord’s kingdom? 
are you attending to all and every one of the relative duties 
of Christians? are you upholding the arms of the proclaimers 
of God’s word? is the work of the Lord prospering in your 
hands, and many uniting from the world, slain by the sword 
of the Spirit—the only offensive weapon put into our hands 
by the Captain of our salvation? and lastly, brethren, are you 
all attending with constancy and pleasure upon all the ordi- 
nances of the Lord’s house? These are questions, which, I 
trust, every one of you will ask of himself, and if they can- 
not be answered satisfactorily, I beseech you, brethren, each 
one of you, not to rest till you can have every thing that is 
wanting, put to perfect order and arrangement in the Church, 
of which you are a minister. 

Brethren, the year 1835 is begun, and is advancing; let us 
then, determine that the end shall not come without finding 
us in a more active state of preparation for carrying on the 
holy war, in which we are engaged, than we have been here- 
tofore; let each Church determine to meet every = day 
of the week to attend to the pleasing duties of this holy day, 
and let it take steps to improve itself in the knowledge of 
the book of God; let the members take an active part in the 
services of the day, and endeavor to acquire boldness in the 





faith, and in this manner of procedure, together with the 
most circumspect conduct at all times, as it relates to mora- 
lity, We may expect to see ourselves exerting a much happier 
influence than formerly-—aye, and a much more extensive 
one too. 

There is, brethren, too much apathy and indifference about 
us; We are not vigorous enough, but seem to be waiting for 
the sects to “convert” the people, and then we can have a 
better opportunity to bring them over; this should not be so; 
every one who “names the name of the Lord” should con- 
sider himself called upon to exert his power to the utmost, 
in endeavoring to bring his fellow-mortals to the knowledge 
of the truth; we are depending too much upon the abilities 
of our preachers; we throw the burthen of every thing upon 
their hands, and at the same time, we are careless to assist 
them in any respect, save by, perhaps, sometimes a stale 
prayer. The proclaimers cannot worship for us, and there- 
fore, the absence of one should not be any hindrance to our 
worshipping God, who “is spirit in spirit and in truth.” 

These remarks, dear brethren, are made in the utmost good 
will, and I beg you will receive them in the same manner. 
You will perceive I have merely glanced at some of the mat- 
ters to which our attention is required. The “Macedonian 
cry” is heard in every corner of the land, but alas! we can- 
not answer more than a few; “Lord! send forth reapears into 
the harvest.” Here, then, is a matter which requires our 
attention. The preachers engaged in the proclamation of 
the truth are mostly from the Baptist ranks—these in the 
course of things must soon wear out; shall we not take mea- 
sures to put others into their places, and into places besides 
those occupied by these brethren? Certainly we must; but 
upon this subject at another time; meanwhile, farewell. 

Yours in the common faith, 
Louisa, 7th March, 1835. T. G. Merepirn, 
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Paris, Kentucky, 20th May, 1835. 

Dear Brotruer THomas,—Permit me (though a stranger) 
to inform you that I have read with no small degree of plea- 
sure and profit, several numbers of the “Apostolic Advocate.” 
I consider it a powerful auxiliary to the reformation, and one 
well calculated to advocate the ancient Gospel and the ori- 
ginal constitution of things as proclaimed and appointed by 
the Apostles themselves. 

To the friends of this reformation, it must be a pleasing 
reflection, that the present age is adorned with men whose 
strength of judgment, whose largeness of comprehension and 
whose independence of mind, prompt them to abandon the 
servile tracks, and to come out boldly in defence of the truth. 

















In our opinion there is not, in the whole range of human 
thought and human enterprise, a more august, or a more com- 
manding subject than the one you are advocating; namely, 
that of restoring the ancient order of the Church of Christ; 
reviving primitive christianity, and bringing it forth from the 
rubbish that has been accumulating for ages. This enter- 
prise is based in elements that know no decay, and over which, 
enemies can have but little hopes of triumphing. It has been 
gradually, though imperceptibly, gaining a wide spread in- 
fluence, wonderful and peculiar, until its attitude is at length 
becoming one of the most glorious and commanding ever 
contemplated by an immortal mind. An impulse is now felt 
which has aroused the energies, and engaged the attention 
of multitudes. The principles of the reformation are on their 
march; they are treading fearlessly on the heels of infidelity 
of every kind; they are proclaiming war against the man of 
sin, and from the centre to the circumference of his proud 
domain, are vexing him with their incursions. Yes, this re- 
formation is a momentous event; it is a new and important 
era; itis in itself an attempt to tumble into ruins a state of 
things which has now acquired so much power as to exercise 
in many instances, almost complete dominion over reason 
itself; a state of things which nothing but the prejudice of 
education can render even tolerable. But, who, except the 
clergy have brought about this state of things? And what 
has given them the elevated station they now occupy, but 
the fact of their professing to be the successors of the Apos- 
tles; the divinely, especially called and sent; the only inter- 
preters of the word of God; and their assumption st cdaves 
and high titles. Thus all investigation of the living oracles, 
on our part is either superseded or prevented. Hear ws, say 
they; you cannot understand the Apostles. The Scriptures 
do not mean what they say, &c. &c. It is by this tribe of 
the “priesthood” that the word of God is made a vague and 
evasive thing which like the oracle of Delphi, gives answers 
susceptible of divers meanings. Yes, all this is the high 
recommendation in which their deluded followers are too apt 
to confide. “This is the grave of investigation; this is the 
burial ground of improvement; and the day is not yet past 
in which all this is an authority equal to that of ‘thus saith 
the Lord” When will this charm be broken—this spell be 
past? When will the world be in love with truth—when 
will it be said they have outlived their whims—when will 
that bubble pride of opinion break; and prejudice, like the 
rattles of the serpent, fall'from the virulent objector?” But 
I fear I have already too far trespassed on your time and pa- 
tience. I will only add, that our beloved Brother A. Camp- 
bell lately visited this section of country, and much good 
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has been the result of his visit. He like a Sampson of old, 
has evidently carried away the gates of the “church,” (creeds, 
confessions, &c.) for our great doctors of divinity are (either 
by an immediate divine revelation, or something else,) en- 
deavoring with all their might to preach them back again. 
Brother Campbell preached at this place on the 28th ultimo. 
Three very intelligent persons came forward and made the 
good confession. Our congregation here is tolerably large. 
We are endeavoring to live in harmony, rejoicing in the truth, 
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together; but 
continuing steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine, the fellow- 
ship, the breaking of the loaf, and of prayers. Our beloved 
Brother Rains is our proclaimer. 

And now, may grace, mercy and peace, be to you and all 
the dear disciples, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Yours, in the best of all hopes, 
W. BopvennaMER. 











James Town, Ohio, 30th March, 1835. 

Brotuer THomas,—I observed, that you too, are at work 
among the prophecies—and [ conclude that you may be 
classed among the literalists. Our friend, the “Reformed 
Clergyman,” who writes in the Harbinger, strikes hard at 
the literalists. I should like to see some one handle him 
on the coming of the Lord mentioned in the institution of 
the supper, ‘as oft as you do this, you do show forth the 
Lord’s death till he come.” If the coming here spoken of, 
be figurative, wno can determine whether it be past or future; 
if it be past, we are all doing that for which we have no au- 
thority—and if it be future, and the coming be figurative, 
who will determine when it shall be laid aside. 

Whether will it be continued through the millennium or 
not? If it will, the Gospel that now is, will continue also; 
if so, there will be sin and sinners during the thousand years 
and Christ’s reign will not be universal. Wherein then will 
the millennium differ from the present dispensation? But, 
perhaps, our “Reformed Clegyman” will contend, that we 
are now in the millennium—and that Satan was bound with 
a great chain at the destruction of Jerusalem as some of the 
figuratives have said. But I leave this subject to more com- 
petent disputants. 

our brother in the common faith, 
M. Winans. 


Remark.—I admit, that in a certain sense, I am a literalist, 
My literality however, consists in interpreting literal expres- 
sions according to the sense of the letter, as indicated by the 
context, scope, &c.--and figurative according to the laws of 





ee 
















figurative language. The great question with me, is what is 
literal, and what not? Some literalize the figurative, and 
make —- the literal; while others spiritualize every 
thing. his is confounding; and into this error more or less, 
I think, the ‘Reformed Clergyman” has fallen. Your ob- 
servations, Bro. W., are much to the point, and bear forcibly 
on my mind. When I illustrate the temple, they will neces- 
sarily come under consideration. E:piTor. 








Be.ovep Brorner THomas,— Waiting with painful anxiety 
your return home, I think of occupying a portion of time in 
writing. There appears to me to be a false delicacy in these 
modern days, with regard to one’s talking about himself. 
This was not the case with some of the ancients, for in- 
stance, David the Psalmist, and Paul the Apostle. Yet no 
one of sound mind calls David or Paul too egotistical. So 
much by way of preface. Well, 1 was as though I dreamed 
upon the subject of baptism, and dreamed as people do in 
quiet sleep, until last year. Then, it was, a voice from Rich- 
mond in some measure disturbed my rest; it was heard 
rather indistinctly. However, it came again and again, until 
being elevated and protruded to reach Baltimore, it did much 
more reach me, clearly, distinctly, and piercingly. It per- 
fectly aroused me to investigate its meaning under the light 
of holy truth. In few words, all the things which had once 
lulled me into a deceitful sleep, have proved inefficient tu 
restore me to that sleep. You have been the means under 
God of so causing me to search the word of God, that I can 
no more return to my deceptious quietism on this subject. 
You so provoked me, beloved, that I could not attend to my 
appointment in Spottsylvania, but was constrained to come 
to Richmond. Looking at the word of the Lord alone, 
nothing short of that word can give my conscience rest. The 
former immersion, having been superseded by a supposed 
forgiveness of sins, coming now to be tried by the word, is 
found not only not authorized, but contrary to that which is 
authorized by the Lord. Thecommandment of the Lord by 
Peter on the day of Pentecost, says, “to all who have been 
pierced to the fot by the sword of the spirit, the word of 
truth, which is the word of God, reform and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins.” Now, those who teach forgiveness of sins before bap- 
tism. are contrary to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and as far 
as they succeed in establishing their man doctrine, so far they 
succeed in nullifying Gotl’s commandment. Could they per- 
fectly succeed, they would prevent any person from being 
baptized for the remission of sins, and thus in establishing 
their own false teaching, they would entirely nullify God’s 





commandment. So they are exceedingly criminal. And all 
who are satisfied with their corruption of God’s word, sane- 
tion said corruption, and are also found criminal. Now, in 
view of all the above, may I not ask, yes, demand satistac- 
tion at the hands of the man who has been the means of my 
entire dissatisfaction with the former immersion. Upon the 
testimony of the Apostles, I believe with all my heart that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God, and that 
he has been raised from the dead by the glory of the Father. 
I ardently desire to be cleansed with a bath of water, with 
the word. I believe that, then, my conscience will be 
cleansed by the blood of Jesus, upon the authority of the 
Lord Almighty. I wish to be re-immersed, that I may be 
baptized for the first time. There appears to be some appre- 
hension of evil from strictly adhering to the word of the 
Lord; some, from their anxiety about the multitude seem to 
be almost, if not quite satisfied to use any means for the sake 
of increasing our number, even though it may be without 
knowledge. Let such attentively consider the christian as 
based upon the rock; and in view of all the Bible reveals 
concerning God and his Son; concerning the past and the 
future; concerning the brightness and fulness of eternal Glory, 
J am enabled to say, I would rather have been with the mi- 
nority, saved in the ark, than with the vast majority, drowned 
in the flood. I would rather have been with the minority in 
the days of Lot, or of Joshua, or of Elijah, or of Isaiah, or 
of any of the prophets, saved, than with the majority lost. 
I would rather have been with the minority in the days of 
Jesus the Nazarene, that man of sorrows, than with the 
many who were his enemies. And, finally, I would rather 
be with the minority now on the side of truth, than with the 
vast majority opposed to it. These are some of the hints, 
dear brother, which I would offer to all who are unseriptu- 
rally anxious about the multitude. Believe me to be your’s, 
in the ardent desire of seeing you. 

July 15th, 1835. ALBERT ANDERSON. 
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On my return from an expedition against the powers of 
darkness in the counties of James City, York, and Elizabeth 
City, I re-immersed Brother A. Anderson according to his 
request. During my absence, I re-immersed Brother Belvin, 
and there is good reason to believe that others in York Count 
will follow these good examples. Before leaving Richmond, 
I also re-immersed three of our deacons and two females. 
They all of them acknowledge, that they were immersed 
ignorantly the first time, not knowing the Gospel. All man- 
kind viewed by the light of Revelation, are ignorant and 
insane. This their practice fully shows. If any thing called 
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Gospel is announced to them, and leaves them as ignorant of 
God’s righteousness or way of justification as it found them, 
it cannot be that Gospel formerly proclaimed by the Apostles, 
for this turned men from darkness or ignorance, to light or 
knowledge, and imparted to them a full and intelligent assu- 
rance of the remission of sins. To be found ignorant, and 
to remain in ignorance, cannot surely be called a renewal by 
knowledge, or by the Holy Spirit. We are “renewed by 
knowledge” says Paul; and pardoned or saved “through the 
bath of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit,” 
which is synonymous with the phrase, “bath of water with 
the word.” The grand difference between popular immer- 
sion, and Christian immersion, or baptism, is this,—the 
former is predicated on the word of man, the latter on the 
word of God. The “faith”(!) of the first class is credulity, 
that of the second, the belief of testimony. The practice of 
the former is generally a disgrace to the name of Christian; 
that of the latter, an “ornament to the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things;” so true is it, that by their fruits they 
shall be known. E.piror. 


Knowledge--Ignorance=--Religion=--Superstition. 

To know is to perceive with certainty. The five senses 
convey to the brain impressions of all external objects. These 
objects are the archetypes or originals, which compose the 
world without; the impressions their antarchety pes or resem- 
blances which constitute the world withinus. The brain acts 
upon these impressions, asthe stomach on the food, or the lungs 
upon the air according to the lawof its organization. Whenan 
impression is made upon the retinaof the eye, or the tympanum 
of the ear, the brain instantly takes cognizance thereof, that 
is, it perceives. The following are the laws of perception, 
in relation to the ear and the eye. Light must first fall upon 
an object, and then be reflected from that object. Each parti- 
cle of reflected light must convey a distinct impression from 
every part of the object presented. These impressions, in 
the aggregate, must fall exactly upon the retina or expansion 
of the optic nerve; from whence they must be propagated to 
the root of the nerves, or that part of the brain prepared for 
the recognition of light. This may be called the luminous 
sensorium—the tablet of all visible objects. So long as 
these, delineated with the pencil of light, continue legible, 
the brain, by setting the tongue in motion, and causing the 
intonation of the organ of voice, can express its impressions, 
and so transfer them to the tympanum of its own ear, and to 
that of others. When these expressions exactly represent 
the impressions, provided always, that these be exact deli- 
neations of the objects, TRuTH is declared; but if the ex- 











pressions do not accord with the impressions or these with 
the objects, then the perceptions are erroneous; and ERROR 
is manifested. The motive, or that which moves the brain 
to express, constitutes error, simply an error or a lie. Sub- 
stitute sound for light, tympanum and expansion. of the au- 
ditory for that of the optic nerve, and the oe of light hold 
good as illustrative of those of sound. That there ts a par- 
ticular part of the brain apportioned to the recognition of 
light is demonstrable from the fact, that if you hold a light 
to the ear no light is perceived by the brain; and so, if the 
ear be deaf, and you fire a cannon before the eye no sound 
is recognized. We say then, that in the brain there are au- 
ditory and luminous sensoria, each separate and distinct 
from the other—the one is the tablet of sound, the other the 
tablet of light. Every thing that is heard is inscribed on 
the first by the pencil of sound, and all that is seen on the 
last by the pencil of light, and so long as the things heard 
and seen continue legible on these tablets, they are remem- 
bered and can be expressed. These tabular impressions 
are, in common language, called the feelings of the heart. 
Hence, an inaccurate impression on the tablet of sound or 
the tablet of light is a deception of the heart; but, as all 
accurate impressions necessarily produce conviction or cer- 
tainty of perception, so the certain perception of these tabu- 
lar impressions is called belief in the heart. But before this 
can be known by others to exist, and before any credit can 
be given for ils existence, the brain must cause the tongue to 
express it; which is called confessing with the mouth. The 
heart isthe great tablet, which is subdivided into five lesser ta- 
blets. These are the tablets of light, of sound, of smell, of taste, 
and of touch. The place of these five tablets is the brain; 
which every physiologist knows to be the centre of all im- 
pressions, and the organ from whence all expressions proceed. 
Hence, knowledge is certain perception of all impressions 
made upon the ‘heart’ or brain. It comprehends an ac- 
quaintance with every thing that can be seen, heard, tasted 
smelled, or touched. It may be subdivided into two grand 
departments, namely, personal and literary, or historical. 
Personal knowledge comprehends the certain perception of 
all impressions resulting from our own observation, and con- 
sequently is very limited. If we were to receive and act 
upon nothing but what we had actually witnessed, there 
would be an end of all enterprise whatever. Historical 
knowledge has a very wide range indeed; and comprehends 
the observations of all observers, handed down from one ge- 
neration to another in written records and by monuments, 
the only certain way by which it can be perpetuated. It also 
comprehends every thing related to us by our contemporaries. 
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Historical knowledge is of two kinds, namely, human and 
divine. Human historical knowledge relates simply to things 
relative to true religion; divine historical knowledge com- 
prehends all those things of which the Bible treats. With- 
Out this kind of knowledge we could know nothing certain 
of God, Creation, the Fall, Jesus, Redemption, &c. Weare 
indebted to divine history for all the information we possess 
on these topics. Without history of the most authentic cha- 
racter, we could not know that Jesus was delivered for our 
offences, that he was raised from the dead for our justifica- 
tion, that his blood cleanses from all sins, that he is the light 
of the world; in short, we could know nothing at all about 
him and his religion. These things are not matters of course, 
because they are not of every day occurrence, and contrary 
to all experience before and since that time. God, by his 
Holy Spirit is the author of this history—He is the Great 
Historian. He made these discoveries to the ancients, and 
caused them to be recorded for the information of after ages. 
The history of these divine discoveries is the testimony of 
THE TRUTH; hence all the truth is contained in this history. 
Hence, in relation to individuals, divine historical knowledge 
is a certain perception of the truth; therefore, he who does 
not certainly perceive ¢he truth is destitute of this knowledge, 
and therefore ignorant. The truth cannot be certainly per- 
ceived unless the history or testimony which contains the 
truth be diligently examined; therefore, he who has not dili- 
gently examined the testimony, whatever he may affirm to 
the contrary, is destitute of the truth which saves the soul. 

Re icion, in the general, may be defined a system of faith 
and worship; so that in this phrase are included the Patri- 
archal, Mosaic, Christian, and Millenial systems. Svuper- 
STLTION may be defined a system of credulity and will-wor- 
ship; and comprehends all the varieties that chequer the 
earth, such as Paganism, Mohammedanism, Modern Judaism, 
Romanism, and Protestantism in all its sectarian forms. 
Tae Curistian Rewicion is based upon facts attested by 
God; superstition upon the opinions of men. The author 
of the Christian Religion is Jehovah—its founders, Jesus 
and his Apostles; of superstition, the author is the Devil, the 
lord of the ascendant—Antichrist. The confessors of Jesus 
Christ are built upon the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus being 
the foundation corner-stone—the professors of superstition 
on their frames, feelings, experiences, and opinions of men. 
For a man to become a confessor of Jesus Christ, that is a 
Christian or true believer, he must perceive the truth with 
eertainty, which he can only do, by an acquaintance with the 
writings of the Apostles and Prophets. That a man has 
perceived the truth with certainty may be known by the ab- 
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sence of all doubt and uncertainty; and that he has not, may 
be also known by the presence of these. “Full assurance 
of faith” is characteristic of the confessor,—ignorance, 
oubt, fear, despair and agitation of mind of the professor.* 
The belief of facts testified by Apostles, and Prophets, and 
confirmed by miracles is the faith necessary to make a con- 
fessor; public opinion upon these, is the true import of the 
faith, or rather credulity of the professors of superstition of 
every name and denomination. The very circumstances 
which lead an Episcopalian, a Romanist, a Presbyterian, @ 
Methodist, and the majority of Baptists to profess christi- 
anity in America or England, would make them Jews, Pa- 
gans, ot Mohammedans, if they happened to have been born 
where these modifications of superstition are the most fash- 
ionable. Weare convinced of this from observation. These 
professors are grossly ignorant of the Scriptures or Apostolic 
testimony, and are utterly unable to give a good reason for 
what they profess. Ignorance is their grandmother, super- 
stition their mother, scepticism their bosom companion, cet- 
tain perdition their end. May they avert this by a timely 
reformation! 

Well then, a Christian man from a devotee may be discri- 
minated by a knowledge and practice of the truth. To be 
perfect in the doctrine of Christ, a perfect knowledge of the 
truth is necessary. It is not expected that this perfection 
will be instantly attained; the perfect manhood of the church 
did not arrive till it was seventy years old, neither will the 
perfect manhood of the believer in Christ be attained except 
according to the principles of growth in the wisdom and 
knowledge of the word of the truth’of the Gospel. But a 
certain perception of certain truths are absolutely necessary 
before any man can validly partake of the institutions or 
ordinances of the Gospel. And no knowledge subsequentl 
acquired will supply the deficiency of the knowledge requi- 
site before the ordinances are observed. “The Lord is a 
God of knowledge,” and he requires to be worshipped accord- 
ing to knowledge, that is, “in spirit and in truth.” Noone 
can worship him in truth, who does not know thetruth. No 
act of worship, therefore, can be acceptable to him or benefi- 
cial to the worshipper which is done ignorantly. Ignorance 
is compared to darkness—God and knowledge to light; and 
between light and darkness there is no fellowship. The ob- 
servance of Gospel ordinances ignorantly is superstition, and 








_ * I distinguish between a Confessor and a Professor. The former be- 
lieves in his heart, and confesses with his mouth that Jesus is the Christ, 
and PRACTISEs IN HIS LIFE, the truth he has confessed; the latter, merely 
professes to believe, and all the world knows, that in these days especially, 
Profession is not principle. 
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one of the abominations of the earth. “We are RENEWED 
BY KNOWLEDGE,” not by ignorance; it is “by the knowledge of 
him,” says Jehovah, “shall my righteous servant (Jesus) jus- 
tify many.” He that is ignorant of the apostolic and pro- 
phetic testimony can know nothing certain about this 
“righteous servant,” and therefore, cannot be justified nor 
renewed by knowledge. A man that does not know for cer- 
tain that he is saved, is not saved; and if he says he is saved 
from sin before he has obeyed a single Gospel precept, he 
lies and contradicts the Scriptures. A_first principle of the 
Gospel, is “the knowledge of salvation by the remission of 
sins; our position, therefore, is proved. A man cannot be- 
lieve the Gospel, until he hears or reads it, nor can he then, 
unless he examines its truth; he must believe it before he can 
obey it, and if he believes and obeys it, he is conscious of 
so doing, and he has no doubts upon the subject. He knows 
he is a saved man. Some think that scepticism, or doubting, 
is necessary to a good christian! But who that knows the 
truth can accede to such a monstrous proposition? 

Let us see the estimation in which knowledge is held by 
the Holy Spirit. “The lips of knowledge are a precious 
jewel.” The knowledge of the law, the statutes &c. of the 
Lord, are said to be ‘more desirable than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the honey comb.’ 
“The knowledge of the holy is understanding.” “Receive 
knowledge rather than choice gold.” Let us hear the Apos- 
tle Paul, too, in his prayers for the churches. For the Ephe- 
sian confessors, he prays that the Father of glory would give 
them “the spirit of wisdom and Revelation in the knowledge 
of him; that the eyes of their understanding being enlight- 
ened, they might know what is the hope of his calling, &c. 
Again ‘I bow my knees, praying that you may know the love 
of Christ which surpasses (human) knowledge.’ For the 
Philippians, he prays that their ‘love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and with all discretion.’ For the 
Colossians, he requests of God, that they may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understand- 
ing.” On the other hand, the Psalmist says, ‘“‘so foolish was 
I, and ignorant, I was as a beast”—“they are all ignorant’ 
says Isaiah, “they are all dumb dogs;”—“‘if any man be ig- 
norant, let him be ignorant’”—‘“‘fools hate knowledge,” &c. 

The amount of knowledge requisite to constitute the ob- 
servance of the ordinances of the Christian Religion accep- 
table now, is precisely as much as was required of Jews and 
Gentiles in the Apostles days. When the ancients were 
immersed, they knew they were buried with Christ, and that 
when they were raised from the water, they were raised with 
him through the belief of the strong working of God, who 
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raised him from the dead; that they had put off the old man 
and his practices, that eet had put on the new man. who is 
renewed by knowledge, that they had been qualified for a 
portion of the inheritance of the saints in the light, that they 
had been delivered from the power of darkness, and had | 
been translated into the kingdom of his beloved Son, and 
that they had redemption, even the remission of sins. They 
knew this because these topics were the burden of Apostolic 
proclamation; and hence, when an Apostle wrote to such, he 
could appeal to these blessings which they had received, 
called spiritual blessings in the heavenly regions in Christ 
Jesus, as motives to induce them to preserve to the attain- 
ment of the Hore or Guiory. 

But the surest test of the sufficiency of a man’s knowledge 
and the genuineness of his faith as prerequisites to a valid 
immersion is his subsequent walk and conduct. A man is 

ractising upon himself a most genuine fallacy, if he flatters 
himself that his faith is the faith that justifies, while he is 
living in conformity to the world, setting his affections upon 
things on the earth, and fraternizing with the worldlings in 
their conversation and pursuits. Such a man’s faith, if ever 
it were alive, is dead. There can be no mistake in this mat- 
ter; for by their fruits you shall know them. Unless such 
amend their lives, fifty immersions would not wash away 
their sins. An immersed man, who, instead of bringing 
forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness, displays the at- 
tributes of the worldling, as is almost universally the case, 
is a mere formallist—a sounding brass and a noisy cymbal. 
Epiror. 








A CAMPBELLITE INDEED! 

Subjoined is an epistle that illustrates our caption to the life! The 
writer of it was a Campbellite in spite of his master’s teeth. One of 
the sentiments of the motto of the Christian Baptist is “asswme not 
the title of leader” —the Editor repudiates the appellation as an usur- 
pation of the sovereignty of Messiah—yet this inveterate Campbellite 
“a Baptist,” acknowledges he sat at the feet of his “leader” Camp- 
bell, who was almost with him “all in all.” Nay he even made him 
his mediator between the Lord and himself! What an apostate i 
ever he knew the truth! Well may he look back on the past of his 
conduct with fear and trembling, for certainly there can be nothing 
before him but a fearful looking for of indignation as a punishment 
for his contumacious hypocrisy. We are happy that the army of 
the faith is free from this atom of corruption; what would we that 
its ranks were purged of all such Campbellites as this “Baptist.” 

Epiror. 
From the Religious Herald. 
VIEWS OF MR. A. CAMPBELL. 
Dear Bro. Sanps, 
_ From a boy, I was desirous of being a Christian, and by the bless- 
ing of God, was permitted a few years ago, to enjoy the hopes of the 
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I then concluded I had found that inestimable treasure upon 
whch I might rely for permanent bliss, and rejoiced with exceeding 
Freat joy. But ah! I was not long permitted to remain in peace. 
he views of Mr. C. were then making no small stir in the region 
where I was, and knowing him to be a distinguished man, I thirsted 
to read his writings. It occured to me that | ought first to become 
acquainted with the Bible, and then compare his views with it, in- 
stead of carrying the Bible to his writings; but I gave way to my 
desire. 1 bought his Christian Baptist, and pertsed it; and conceiv- 
ing there was much aw in his statements, I was carried far 
away. ‘The error which he pointed out in various sects, appeared 
plain; the notion of discarding all human creeds and traditions, of 
rejecting all of men’s works and taking the Bible alone as our guide, 
seemed lovely indeed. And thus sitting at the feet of my leader, | 
imagined myself to have reached a summit in Christian knowledge 
from which I might look down on the various sects around me with 
utter contempt. I was ready for controversy, attacking any and 
every body whocame in my way. Really, Mr. C. was ost with 
me “all in all.” In devotion, I recollect on one dccasion that he was 
Between me and the Lord, and 1 used then to prayyperbaps, as often 
that his life might be preserved, as I do now that his eyes may be 
opened. Still there were two things, with all my predilections for 
him, which it was hard for me to swallow; his rough treatment of 
his opponents and the desire which he manifested to be famous as a 
reformer. All this time, I enjoyed but litte peace of mind, for I was 
so soured against Christians on account of their supposed ignorance 
and errors, that I had but little fellowship amongthem. But as God 
in his great mercy would have it, 1 was rebuked by my church, ad- 
monished and affectionately labored with by kind brethren. My 
9 began to be opened, and the Ist, 2d, and 3d verses of the 3d 
apter of Revelations, | became so convinced were licable to 
the ungodly notions of Mr. Campbell, that [ gave upoth him and 
his writings. Blessed be God, I do hope that | am now entirely de- 
livered of him; and pray that I may never again be entangled in his 
most dangerous heresy. Since my change, I have had that spiritual 
enjoyment, to which I was before almost an entire stranger. And 
although by the great mercy of the Lord, I have had repeated mani- 
festations of my acceptance with him, yet I have often looked back 
on this part of my conduct, with fear and trembling. In my past 
life I find many errors, but none I so much regret as the mistake | 
made in this matter. Dear reader are you in the least degree par- 
tial to his peculiarities? Discard them as things which are intended 
to mar your peace, and carry you from your God and Saviour. Be 
admonished, be entreated, be warned by one who feels much, and 
who has» suffered much, to reject with firmness, the notions of this 
most unfortunate and infatuated man. To deny our experience, 
and thé operations of the Holy Spirit, are most serious matters in- 
deed. May the Lord preserve you and all of his people from these, 
and all other errors, and may he bring Mr. C. and his”adherents to 
repentance. A Baptisr. 
une 26th, 1835. 





It is likely the hext number wilbbe published a few days later than usual, 
in consequence of my absence from town. ; R. 


Eprro 








